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z x =, He two firſt Bookes of the 
HE "4 Lifeof Sejanus, diſtingut- 

0 6 2 ſhedinto three, were caſually 


* to ſtand in competition with him,who al- 
| ready hath laboured on the ſame life_., 
7 There live many Gentlemen in Flo- 
4 TENCE, who [aw mine, before that other 
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To the Reader: 


paſſed the Mountaines. Natmithſtan- 


ding I bave not proceeded in thi under- 
ta king , Pr Tel becauſe the porke Was then 
the birth of too greene an age in me, as for 
tbat 1 ſuppoſed this ſole remainder (the 
piltnre of « perfet (ourtier) figuredin 
the fall of this /ubappy Man,might [uf- 
fice to emtertaine thee with contentment. 
Live free, and oY ary not what my 
beart concerver of 
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HE} zOre cannot: a man receive,. 
1 [/F nor morc Fortune give. It 
ſhce raiſed not Sejanu to Re- 
& galitic, it was becauſe thee 
choughtir alefſe matter co af-- 
ford a head for Empire, than 


7 S 
orelis igne the head of Empircover as apreyto - 
one Who lhould t | un it, Here cither wea- 


ry, or repentant, the began to forſake Sejanue. 
Health, Wit, Riches, Incenſe, and Sceprers, 
were pifis-to have impoveriſhed the giver her 
ſlelfc,. Fad thee nor even-whilſt ſhegave them, 
with a covetous hand, ſnatched them backe 
agnine, 

| He- 


Political Obſervations 

He borne at Ful/inium, (at that time a rich 
Towneof Twſcaxic, which was afterward con- 
ſumed by lightning, heaven alwayes aiming to 
thunder-ſtrike, where avy pretend above on 
manecondition) was adyanced by Forrtaneto 
Courts, offices, dignitics, truſt of a Prince, ſu. 
pereminencieover all, and laſtly to Alrars and, 
Incenſe, He had derogated from the condition? 
of man, andnot beene tyrannized, but thery- 
rant of Fate, if he had with equalitic of fortune = 
concluded the beginning of fo ample fortunes. 
Earthly fclicities are not unlike the Ephimera, 
they dic the lameday they arc borne. 

Many yeares are required to givegrowth 
and height to a great trec, and aſhort time ſuf+ 
ficeth to pull it up. Let Iupiter boalt his thun- 
der bolts, Tuno her ſercnes, Thets her calmes; 
but Fortune in her kingdome hath things 
more unſtablerthan any of theſe, The politicke 
threads ſpunne by Sejanw, to weave the royall 
purple to himſclfeat thistime,are ſoonerprati- 
{cd than numbred. The tragicall ſtory of his 
end, (bccome the fable of the multitude) ſhall 
. nowbe rehearſed, rather for example than de- 

_ light. Sejanuw is unworthy of compaſſion, be? 
cauſc unjuſt, bur hee notwithſtanding is tobe 
= en Ot hanked 


* apon the fallsfSejanus; 
lookedon with an eye of pitie, by ſuch as pe 
I netrate the miſery of humane condition,which 
7 hHathnothingeertaine, bur the uncertainty of 
3 it ſelfe, and tor ampleſt matter of its lofſe, the 
7 greateſt heapeof irs gaines. 
2 -Heriſethtopurchalecither precipices or thun: 
7 ders from heaven,who without ſure foundati- 
onof merit, endeyourcth to raiſe for himſclfe 
that mountaincof fortune which is to þe aimed 


atby ſole vertuc,and guidedby the only power 
of thattheaven, which hath reſerved to it lelfe- 


theauthority.of giving and taking away king- 
domes: 


janw, with ſiniſter predictions, willing chereby 


or rather to adviſe Sejanus how litrle-he thould 
confide in thelc our fraile felicities. Ravens ob: 
ſerved, Cats cnraged, the Bench whereon the 
Court-wairers ſate-throwne downe, ſcrvitors 


by 


by misfortune precipitated from the Caudine- 


Raircs, were horrid ptodigies , and: Portentous 
|  prelagesoffuturecalamities.Yet wasthere none; 
| _  whoontheſethings durſt make any cvill con- 
fruction, becauſe the preſent ſtate conſidered, 


; it. was .no caſic. matter. to. belceye an equal! - 
: mutation. 


-* - Heaven threatned the ſiniſter events of Sz+- 


(as it were )either to ſound aretreit to Fortunc, 
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Poltitall Obſervations 
_ -mutation might be made. Sejanu was greater 
than his bertcrs, lefle, onely than; his. awne 
thoughts, and the world cenceivcd that For. 
rune could doe nothing more'in him, arthar 
there was no other Fortune bur Sejanws him» 
ſelfe. Dion writeth, that ſuch were the founda- 
tions of this mans greatneſſe, that had God 
himlelfec forerold his ruine, he would fcarcely 
havebeencbclecved. | | 
The Citizens ſo infinitely honoured, obſcr- 
yed, reyerenced, feared, adorcd the name of 
Sejanus, that Tiberius, whole cyes imminent 
perill had unvailed, began to bejealous of hint- 
ſclfe, as well as of his Kingdome. The name of 
that ſubject t ever perilous to a Prince, who « 
more ofien named than himſelfe. a 
Tornine ſo vaſt afratuc in aninſtant, was 
to ſtand in danger to be oppreſſed ; to ſuffer 
the increaſe thercof, was to opprefſe ones ſelfe, - 
Bchold ro what condition this unfortunate 
Prince is brought, who forgetting what hce 
himſelfe is, wholly refignes himſelfcto therruſt 
of one man, who bcing raiſed to greatneſle, 
(the precipicc of the greateſt )- hath no other 
fadelicy,butthat wherewith he is truſted. _ 
Amony the people he ſaw himſelfe pes, 
bar 


upon the fall of Sejanus; 5 
but which is more, hee knew himſclfe deſpi- 
cable, ashe who too baſcly had ſuffercd all his 
funRtions to be poſſeſſed by Sejanus, equally 
fayourcd and ſuſpetted. Hee began to feare 
the loſſeof that authority, which(as the ſoule) 
guidcth, and governcth all, and whichas a 
hagepile eminent above thereſt, falleth nor, 
bur ro ruine the Kingdome. 

Combarcd by a thouſand thoughts, nay 
maſtered by unſpeakable feare, ic behoved 
him rather to endevour the mcannes howto 
recover his Empire,then preſerve ic, Hee was 
notignorant, that Sejaywalcribed the Empire | 
to himſclfe, the government of Capree ro 
Tiberius, Bchold how Fortune had hood- 
winked this milcrable man, teaching him to 
dally with death. Tiberivs knew it was nci- 
ther time to ſleepe, nor runnc. Great remedics 
were needfull in ſo pregnant ſuſpitions ; diſlh- 
mulation was neceſlary with a man ſo powcer- 
full, bur firſt he muft (ceke for ſafery, then re- 
ycnge : Moſt times the true remedy of ereachery, 
ir, 0 ſeere not to know it. 

To undcrſtand the minde of the one and 
other, Ceſar began with ſtrange art to plic 
both Sejanuu and the Senate with Leacters, in 

| B | One 
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one day varying a thouſand things concer- 
himſelfe ; ſometimes by declaring to them = 


he had noching nowalive in him but infirmi- 
tic, he confeſſedan impotencie, which ſecured 
Scjanu to lay more lively colours upon his 
deſignes ; and then wich his ownehand cer- 
tifying the Senate of his health recovered, 
made them facriftce deſpite ro modcſtic. By 
which mcanes the one had a large field co ne- 
goriate, the otherto feate. One while he prai- 
{cd Sejanw in his letters, and yer ſometime 
writing backe hee blamed him, magnified 


| otherof his favourites, and depreſſed others : 


To conclude, the whole Court depended on 
the uncertainty of his practiſes, which had 
nothing regall in chem, burdoubleneſle. 
Sejanus was ſomctime ſuddenly puffed up 
with freſh favours, andas ſuddcnly ſtupiticd 
wich theſe unaccultomed procecdings. Con- 
ſcience aſſailed him with ſuſpition ; The me- 
moryof predictions ſurcharged his foule with 
impreſſions of horror. Ir fell not into his 
thought to fare, beholding himlelfe ſo pow. 
erfull, yer dared hceas little to confide in his 
power, hearing ſuch novelties. 
Coufcicace (the ſcoyrge of the wicked ) 
permitred 
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upon the fall of Sejanus, 7 
# pom_ not he ſhould know that houreto 
e come, whercin he mult cither conquer or 
'dic. He with all bis might vapourcd forth the 
{mokeof his greatneſſe. He knew his praQtiles 
Y wcrenot unknowne to Tiberiuyhe was there» 
2 fore toattempe the iſſue with violence, nor 
2 expected, though doubted : For great ations 
ſhould rather be ſpeedily executed, than conſulted 
Z on. Dcath was the hcad of the way, flicithce 
could nor, well might heennoble it. It was 
therefore better ro met it than expectir, (ell 
itthan ſuffer ir. Who knew, whether Fortune 
would not (as heretofore) fayour ſudden 
Counſcls. | 
He muſt ſcale the concluſion with an act, 
if noteminentfor vertue, yer memorable for 
hardinefle, Dangers many times by encountring 
thew, are avoided. Good Councels from delay, 
wicked from rviolencetake force. But who un» 
deritands nor, 'that heaven corrupteth the 
councels of him, ro whom the revolution of 
Fortune is deſtined. | 
In the meane time the multitude (amongſt 
| which nothing is morecafic rhan change of 
affeCtions) perceiving in ſo thorta time, ſo 
orcataltcration of affaires, began to waver. 
; B 2 They 
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They failed not to ſpread rumours of in- 
novation into the cares of the people, to: 
whom the power of Sejayur was cither hate-* 
fullorſuſpefted. Each motion ſervetb for reaſon 
to juſ} feare ; with long expectation every occaſ;- 
on finds favour. 

Offcnces heretofore tollerarcd, or diſſem- 
bled, began to be unmasked. Woeto him who 
hath fulfilled his feliciry. There wanted not 
thoſe who attributed to Sejanue che blame of 
all Tiberim his exorbitances, compaſſonately 
deploring the memory of Caiu Sillius,of Titus 
$abinus, and Cremutivs (ordus, fo unjuſtly 
deprived of life. : 

He that governeth. another, walketh on 
rope, which chough made of golden threads, 
is not the more ſtablc, not underſtanding 
how well to ule the counterpoile of juſtice; 
If he put one foot out of the right place, the 
ordinary {ucceſlc is torcmaine hanged. 

Many, notto contradict,rather than not to 
be ſilent, added probability to'truth. Others 
hoping change of fortune, with alteration of 
government, ſeconded the beginning of his 
ruine, whom themſelves acknowledged for 
their railer, ; 
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apon the fall of Sejanus, 9g 
It is very likely hee could not have beens 
advanced, without an infinire number of 


' men obliged by his bencfirs, and yer amongſt 


fo many publike ivvetives,there was nor an 
one that defended him.But what | Small bene» 
fits are eafily forgotten ; great, ordinarily ſur- 
charge. Some cannot requite a good rurae, 
other know not how. Of the ungratcfull, 
ſome negle&t it, other abhotre it, The world 
is come to that paſlc, char good turnes are 
thought dangerous. The ungratefull man, 
loth ro repay a benefir, would nor therelike» 
wiſcthould be any, to whom he may account 
himſclfea debror. Thus hapcnd ir to poore 
Sejanu. FThe cnd of the obligation, andof the 
obliger was cſtecmed an advantagious cx- 
change. Good, as evill equally concurreth to the 
oppreſſion of that unhappy man, who once bes 
gins to be diſtaſted, | 
Allthe motions of Sezjayw breathed forth 
{adncſſe. Hee who heretofore haughty and 
proud,accuſtomed arrogantly to vaunt ſuper- 
eminencic, now wholly mortified, ſhewed 
how much hce was burdencd with weighty 
cares, His eyes reconcentred with his imagj- 
nations, manifeſted in their wannefſe what 
a B 3 anxicties 


to Political Obſervations 
anxicties tormented him, Ar which time op- 
preſſed with griefe, or through diſtracted 
thoughts, not rendring ſalutes, he ſeemedro 
deſpiſe thoſe who ſalured him, ſo that his pro- 
cr hurts uohappily conſpiring with fortune, 
be encreaſed the number of the malevolcar, 
andlefſened the troops of partiall followers. 
Tiberius thus judicioully (pinning the web, 
honoured both Szjaxus and his ſonne with 
the dignity of Pric{thood, as it were adviſing 
him to ſtand prepared to loerificea victimto 


Fortune. To theſe honours he added the Pro« 


conſular dignity, racherto augmear doubr ja 
the people, thaa ritles for Sejanu ; yet much 
would he have promiſed himſclfe by his dex: 
cterous wit and Genius, if he could have found 
means topreſent himſclfebeforcCeoſar,where- 
upon under pretext to viſitabcloved feminine 
ſinger of his, afflited with a certaine infirmi- 
tie, having ſought to come to Capree, hee was 
ſuſpended by Tiberius, who would not admit 
his preſence, more for feare of his force, than 
that herefuſed che ſhorteſt and ſafeſt way ro 
give ancnd to ſuch dangers, affording acceſſc 


for once, to bereave him of it for ever. So, ma+ 


"wy times it is better to tolerate by diſſembling,thau 
prcct- 
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7 mind with error, ſccing upon one ſide the 
/ occafions of bounty taken away,on the other 
! ſide,thoſc to whom he had beene bounteous, 
| nowtopay bim with ingratitude, The errouts 
| commirred in proſperous fortune, threatned 
| him-with adverſe. Thoſe that adhercd to 


| fromthepeople,bur almolt ever againſt him :; 


upon the fall of Sejanus, m 
precipitate thoſe councels, which by delay are not 
waſted, but fortified. In infirmity, there is not any 
thing more mortall, than unſeaſonable medicines. 
His eyes were darkned with horror, and 


him, told him many things variouſly related | | 


Whercupon aſtonithed heloſt courage : But | 
hope, which never failes whilſt life laſteth, | 
comforted him ; thele fearcs were rather ob- | 
jects of conſcience, than incentives of pru« | 
dence. Tiberius by him unburdened from the 
greater toyles of Empice, ſecured from his | 
orcatcſt enemies, entertained and noufled in 
his chicfeſt delights : Tiberius, who found no 
quict, bur in the boſome of his vigilance, | 
would not ſo ſoone (laid ſhee) precipitate 
him, whom hee ſo much had heretoforepro- 
feſſed ro affet. The number of allyes, obli- 
ged friends, affeftionare ſouldiers, people, 


who (as yet) adored him, miniltred rather 
 Matrer 


12 Politicall Obſervations 
matter to leflca ſorrow, than feare. 
This verily was che beginning of the 
knowledge & apprehenſion that Sejanu had 
of the inſtabiliry of thoſe things, which are 
ſubject ro Fortune. Here beganne he diſcour- 
{ing with himſclfe, ro derive conſequenees 
from ſccing, that Tiberius hitherto an impene» 
trable hiderof his thoughts, honoured Caius 
wich Pricſtly dignity, and praiſed him as one 
who ſhould ſuccecd him, Here deſperation 
began wholly to tyrannize over thoſe rca- 
ſons, whichia the minde of Sejanus were fed 
by that moſt rormenting deſire of rule. The, 
certainty of the ſucceſſion of a Prince, 17 the op= 
preſſion of bis bopes, Who pretendeth to prin- 
cthalitie, | 
Here, as Scjanw openly loſt courage,ſo for- 
runc partiall co animoſity, began maniteltly 
rO perſecute him. A powerfull cnemic of his 
(PrefeCt of Speire) was freed from the heavic 


blame of exorbitant offences, whether they + 


were reall, or objeQed by Sezanu, The exal- 
zation ofenemirs,ir the beginning of proper aepreje 
ffion. One ſcale of the ballance goes not up, 
but the other ſinks downe. Tiberius wrote of 


the death of Neyoto the Senate, and naming 
Sejant, 


k 1 _—” 2 wa. S oat 


upon the fall of Sejarius) I 
Sejanw, did it without ufuall attributes. Hee 
forbade that any man ſhould hercafter dare 
tofacrifice toa man. Poore & tbe Gog-head, + 
whoſe Deity reſts upon an editt. 

By theſe waycs Tiberius lefſencd the repu- 
ration of the Fayorite with the people, which 
uſcth to bethe firſt and moſt grounded foun- 
dation of greatnefſe. The troope of atten- 
dants to wait on bim from his houſe, was not 
ſo frequent, becauſe ſome, not to beſuſpected 
by Tiberius, (whole flic pratifes were now 
diſcovered) certified Scjanu of theirleaving 
him, rather jealous of their owne'good, than 
of anothers. Theſmokes, as well of ſacrifices 
on Altars, as of Pride and Ambition in the 
head of Sejanuw, beganneto decline. 

His favorites were no longer honoured, 
and were they, it was rather in reſpeCtof dip- 
nity than perſon. Injuſtice diſpoyled of the 
mantle of his authority, walked no longer 
thorow Rome, for Fortunc having putguives 
upon it, it could not freely ſtirre up 8 downe 
without danger. To theſe turmoyles,fo much 
weighty as they were new, croſle omens of 
prediftions were added. A ſtatue of Sejanus 
{moking, the head taken off, to diſcover the 

0 caule 
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cauſe of it, a great ſerpeng was ſecne ſuddenly 


 roiſſue forth, and theſhead (ct on againe, there 


was 2'kaot found abour the necke of u. A 
whilcafter hee lacrificing roa ſtatuc of For. 
rune, ſhe cither not co {eehim, or becaulc fhe 
could notendurebimsturned her head away, 
ſhewing this wretched Courticr how little he 


ſhould confidein che vanity of that Fortune, 


which kaowes not how to bc ftable, cven in 

marble, | | 
Among ſuch hatefull prodigics, a thou« 
{and_rormcnts vexed the ſoule of unhappy 
Sejanu, Vainc, and fruſtrate was now the 
thought of commotion, hee underſtanding 
the avgrlion of the people from his affaices, 
and knowing the Senates love towards Caiw. 
Great attempts are atchievedin the increaſe, not 
diminution of forrune.We muſt not hope tor lta- 
bilicyfromchis inconſtantLady,whoſc favors 
areallwaics ſo much the more pernicious, by 
how much the more they renderus ſecure and 
confident. He watched whole nights with 
his paines, which could ſhew him nought 
elſc but Chymeras : He knew no other repole, 
but that alone, which the want of it in the 
boſome of toylelome wearinefle begat. The 
_ morning 


Pr, 
73 


upon the fall of Sejannus.'” 15 
morning aire that awakened him were his 
{ighs, which invited him co toyle. Hethought 
every day the laſt, every laſt would have 
beene deare to him, ſo it were nor delayed; 
For much more painful ii the feare of death, than 
zo die. (Poorc Sejanws) the heapeof fo many 
crimes nevercameto deſerve, that the puniſh- 
mear ſhould to long be deferred. z 

A generous affection (underſtanding it 
was acceſſary cither to vanquith evils, or end 
them) awakncdin his ſoulca purpoleto with- 
dr-w himſclfe from danger by death ; to tell 
the world, Fortunc had beene ablc to exalt, 
not deprefle him. Bur the blinde warrioreſle, 
who would not bereave herſclfe of the glory 
to baveruined him, 1h fuch his lad agonies, 
courted him with newes, that Tiberits ſpake 
of. conferring the Tribunitiall power upon 
him, whereupon afflifting and comforting 
him ar one and the {ame-inſtanr, the armed 
bim with hope, peradventure, becaule it 
ſhould nor bee thought a ſmall glory to her 
to havecaſt downe a vanquiſhed man, ang 
overcome one. who begged mercy. Tiberim 
- nothing ignorant of publike affedtion, and 
private ſuſpicion, began (not defpairing) ro 

C2 ave 


16 Paliticall Obſervations) 
have the people and Senate on his part, to 
mannagethe concluſion of this affaice, which 
carriedin it ſelfe as much neceſlity, as perill, 
His defigne was to levell the moſt grounded 
Fortreſſe of the. Empire, and to pluck up the 
beſt roored Plant the Earth hath nouriſhed. 
The pretorian Cohorts honoured, preferred, 
united, countenanced, fortified, by him, de- 
pcndedalhon his lealt commands. The grea- 
reſt men,yyho governed inthe Empire, as Pre- 
fects, Queltors, Tribuncs,Capraines, andinfis 
niteother officers,all raiſed by him owed their 
ſexyice,& eftate to him. The moſt inward and 
neareſt ſcryants of Tiberits had been by his 
.mcancs deputed tothat ſervice, and intimacy. 
The princjpall ofthe Nobilicy, enriched with 
thebct places, gither as his ſervantsor Allyes, 
were tied ra him.Of the multitude ſome were 
| maintained in, his houſe, ſome were depen.- 
. dant, ſome intercfled ; ſo thar many reſpe. 

Rively,and almoſtallbyadherence waitcd on 
him. Well might his ruine becommanded by 
Tiberius, but not expected. Princes are the 
heart, -SubjeRs the hands. To confide was 
dangerous, yet neceſlary. Strangers Were no- 
thing fic for ſo greatan affaire, whichrequired 
SS | = 7 much 


4: 
SH 
+1 
oY 
"34 
$ 
4 
bo 
"IF " 
67 
% 
3 
+ SS 
; 


upon thefallof Sejanins? i 
much knowledge ofthe fat,and perſons. Fa- 
miliars were to bee ſuſpeCted, as well for the - 
27 reaſons mentioned betorc,as for that the moſt 
! andbeſttraſted ſervants, are thoſe, who ſoo- 


neſt ſell their maſter. ' Few were not ſufficient 
for ſo great a buſineſle, in many, ſecrecy. was 
unſafe. To do it in Rome where Sejanus had 
the pulleot his power, was to ſubje&himlclfe 
roſudden commotion of people, which is in 
prudence, ſo much to be avoided. To doecit 
our of Rome was impoſſible, or moſt difh- 
culr. .It-hee ſhould call him to Caprez hee 
would-noticome, but: upon ſure conditions, 
bringing along with him more perill for 0- 
rhers,than for himſclfe. Every thing was dan- 
gcrous, and laying privatc intereſt aſide, no 
other aftcion would bave adviſed it. In the 
end Tiberiuscxcited, put forward, andenraged, 
peradyenture more by Sejanus his unhappi- 
neſle, than out of his owne wiſdome, called 
Nervins Sertorius Macro,and lecretly conſticu- 
ting him Captainc of his Guard, hee gave him 
| the mannage of the whole matter, adviting 
him what hee was ro doubg, what tb avoid, 
what to accelcratc,or ponder. He commanded 
him to conferre with Memmins Regulus,whole 
: - Sy fide- 


18 Politicall Obſervations 
fidelity was free from ſuſpition, he being an 
ancientrivall of Sejayw, and ſhewed him the 
neceſlicy of ſecrecy with the other Conlull, as 
being one of his encmics tation. Then, thar 
he thould cnſnare, and aflaulc mindes with a 
thouſand ſorts of hopes,and feares, awakin 
the anger of the offended, the hatred of the 
reconciled ; that hee ſhould fight with gold, 
promiſc dignitics,removeſouldiers,ſccure the 
armic from tamults, and finally the mat- 
ter not ſucceeding well, at the firſt ſtirres 
which ſhould oppoſethcir defignes,he ſhould 
introduce Dr#u{us into the Scnate for | Em- 
perour, by him ſo declared and pronoun- 
ccd. 

Macro departing with theſc inſtructions, 
Tiberius,co whom among(t ſo many vices pu- 
fillanimity was nor wanting ; not truſting co 


the number of his people,to the firuarien,and 


ſtraighrneſle of char Lland,cafic robce deten- 
ded for afirſtaſſault by the ſouldiers of his 
guard,nothing maintaining the majcfty of his 
place,but having prepared many thips, time- 
roully ſtood expgCting opportunity of eſcape 
from the firſt notice,thar Sejanw torcknowing 
his dcfignes might noi prevent and m—__ 

ime 
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upon the fall of Sejanus. 19 
him. A bad Conſcience u the Mother of Feare, © 
Fearethe Father of thoſe ignoble afts, whoſe in- 
dignity the Tombe of Reputation. 

Theſe were the afflictions of Tiberius, the 
pcrills of Sejanus,the endevars of Macro, who 
with Tiberiss his letters cntring full of cares 
by night into Rome, began the deſigned pra- 
Etilſe with Memmius Regulu, and Graciliu 
 Thenext day the morning being come, to 
how thelaſt Sunne to Sejanw, whilſt the Sc- 
nate {ate in the Temple of Apollo, Macro en; 
trivginiothe Pallace met Seianus, whoſe ſoule, 
(which feltche ſtroke of Fate at hand )ſad,thar 


"Tiberius had not written to him, preſaged cvill 


events. He was comforted by Macro's whilpe- 
ring in his care, that he had brought him' che 
Tribuniciall dignity; wherat joyfull,he entred 
into the Senate houſe, by his friends (amongſt 
whomchis word quickly ran)honoured,reve- 
renced, ſaluted, as much as by the malevolent 


he was feared and flattered. 


Bchold how poore mortalls are taken ina 
ſnare by Forrune; unhappy he, who cruſteth 
her ; but morcunhappy, whoto her commits 
thoſe treaſures that arc enriched with nought 


clfe, 
ſ 


20 Poliicall Obſervations 
el{e,but others wants. Sejanus, could neither 
enter, nor bce reccived into the Senate with 
grcater applauſe. Suſpitions, doubts paſled, 
were ridiculous entertainements of preſent 
alacrity, as if it were humane Condition, that 
a lictle ſweet ſhould be repayed with much 
accrbity. 

Thoſe enemies who moſt hated him, 
doubrfull lcaft they might be difcovered,rrea- 
ted amonglt themſclves,witha ſoft murmur, 
(bur which they notwithſtanding deſired 
might be heard) to conferre ſome ney honor 
upon him,cloking their malignity, with ſecs 
ming courteous ſecretly negotiating it, as if 
they did it notfor oftentation ; but love. So 
many times diſiimulation uſeth to walke ſhame- 
faſt,and reſerved; not to hide her ſelfe , but that 
the novelty of habit may bee of force to turnc 
the eyes of ſuch as are preſent, upon her.- 

 Macrohaving publithed the authority rc- 

ccived from Tiberizs, remoyed from about 
the Senate and Sejanw,tholc pratorian ſoldi- 
crs which were for a guard, and thewing cer- 
taincletters, in which Tiberius expreſſed hee 
would reward them, leaving bere a good 
number of ſouldicrs of Cefar's guard {qe 
by 


uponthe fall of Sejattus. 21 
by ancicnt ſervice, & encouraged with greater 
hopes;he led the Prztorians to their ſtations, 
that no.innovation might bee: made. In tho 
mean timeTiberius his letter was read, brought 
by himtothe Scnate, which verily was long, 
as being tufted withathouſand cunning po- 
licies.Inthe beginning'it contained diverſity* 
of affaires;afterward with a ſhort complaintof 
Sejaumaswithallight i po Ins” 00 
minds to:greater mattcrs.” Then paſſing. to'o- 
theraffaircsheina whilercrurned rocomplain 
of him and commanding that two Senators, 
che moſt intimate with $45anu, ſhould bo-pus' 
nifhed,; ordaincd inthe mannerofan entreaty, 
grounded & neceſſitated upon ſuſpitions,and 
State-rules,thatSzjanw himiclfefhould beun- 
dercuſtody.Requiring that one-of the Con- 
ſuls ſhould beaſtigned to wait on bithfelf,chat 
he might come to:Rome infafcry. - : 
- Ler him meafure-and argue upon/the c1- 
devour of this-letter,, who from the things 
laid before, underſtandeth the ſuſpition of 
Tiberius:Letthat poore Courticr pencrratethe 
ſudden cftc@of'ir, who knoweth howhead- 
long Fortune is to throwi one downe from - 
grearnefle; The deſcent from beight hath no leſſer 
0; 1  W ſteps 


22 FPolattcall Obſervations 
ſteps then aleap. Moſttimes no diſtinftion may be 
made bet weene uhe ſupreweſt,and loweſt fortune. 
It is impoſſible that the: penne: ſhould: ab- 
ſRainc-from Aattering the eyes, whilſt ic be- 
wailes humanc iafclicity on thele papers. 
Na ſooner was the Letter: read, but thoſe 
Scnatars haſtily raſe up; who moſ&faithfull, 
molt deareſatc about Sejants, deteſting him, 
vehom hicherrathey had ſoothed, ferved,and 
adored.. When Fortune. departs, ſhee carries 
friends away with her. They, who once were 
— I to forlake 
him,baafting to-bethe formott in feconding : 
the-will ary a alas.that friends fly rhe 
place,where they arctryed. Profit and delight 
ate thoſe imereſps, which gaine love  Friend(bip 
1. thatſonte;who tr allwaies buried with bis Fa- 
ther. By that. which his dcateſt friends did, 
may beargued what his cnetnics endevoured. 
Theycmulouſly reſeup to accule;calumniatce, 
reproachhimy apdall theexorbitanc; oxcefles, 
not onely of Tiberius, but ofthe moſt'abjet 
creatures (unknawneto Scams) wereafcri- 
bed.to him. There-was not any, whowas {1- 
lant in his cauſe,and if there-weteit:was: cither 
ragivetimechattheammltieude: par 

7 might 
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mightnor be loſt, or ro recommend thetn- 
(elves. ro the goddeſle Memory , to ſuggeſt 
new cauſes of complaints. The Pretors, and 
Tribunes encompaſied him round abour , 
doubtful.lealt he mighrgerourto [tirchepeo- 
plero commotion:A wary diligence, burtnced- 
les, becaule feare(the ſergeant that waitsanco- 
{cience)had before anyother ried up hisſenſes 
in ſuchknots ofdecjeftion,that Iſuppole lefler 
were not neceſſ3ry to holda proud foulefrom 
abandoning manhoodin ſo ſuddena change. 

Who will vaunt himſclt of choſe greatnefles 
which as they may be acquired, may conſc- 
quently be loft. Regulus, and Laco dragged 
him as guilty out of the Scnare; at whole fer 
juſtice,and fortunc hadſo long lycnproſtrare. 
The pcople, lovers of novelties, ran together 
crying out a loud, & curſing Sejam,ro whole 
houſc-(calling him, the companion of Ceſar) 
they bur halfe an hower before haſtcned ro 
wait on him. | 

The ſouldicrs,who heretoforeulcd to glory 
in his ſervice, bofted themſelves &grew proud 
at his captivity. They who before had adored 
him fora god, & honored him asa prieſt,baled 
him asa victim to ſacrifice, And ſo grievous, 

a . D4 and 
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and cetraine was the ignominy imminent o: 


ver the preſcne perill, that ir was raſhnes to cn. 


vie oneot thoſcOxzen,which were ſacrificed to © 
him in the: former flouriſh of Forcune. Oh 


how little isthe affeftion:of the people to be 
truſted, who ſo. cafily adore and murther 
men, that they cannot lcarne to pardon/their 
owncgods, notreverenced forthe power of 
their chunderbolts ;bug made, and deified by 
their properhands. 

. The nameof cheunfortunate Sejanms, was 
notandly thefport ot fortunc,bur of the peo- 


plelikewiſc ; 'theſoules by him deprived the 


© benefit of this pretious light rannc- up and 
down,wich:a thouſand whippesto excite, and 
enrago as well his owne Conſcience,. as the 
multitude,againſt-him. Every one agreed to 
mocke him for rhoſc his.clevated thoughts, 
which wcreto finkeatthefoorof the Gemo- 

nian.ſtayres. Hisſtatucs were the Cchter of 
Spearcs and Swords. Let not the-Load-ftone 

boaſt co attratIron with greater force, then 

did the marbles inſcribed with the name of 

$eJjanus. | | 

This is that memorable day, wherein rac 
:iwpious barbariſme of thepcople taught him 


ro 
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npon the fall of Sejanus: 25 


| todic,who had never lived. Brazen modells 


were no longer melted with fire, but with 
wounds, for in the forge of Rome no other 
fewell burnt,bur of indignation,norany other 
bellowes were blowne, but of Anger. 

For no other cauſe had fortune rayſed fo 
many ſtatues to him, bur to multiply an inti- 
niry of Sejanns'es which ſhould at this inſtant 


| kethemilcrable prey of a thouſand torments, 


as though Sejanu were notccapable cnough of 
fo many puniſhments, who only ſufficed to 
commit fo many crimes. There was nor any 
one who ſought nor to get ſome relique of 
him,ro preſerve itas the miracle of Fortune. . 

_  'Exorbirancies of cruelty refleing fromthe 
eycto the minde, afftitedthe poore Szjanur . 
his ſoulc oppreſſed with fo infupporrableacci- 
dents, languilſhed, for the griefe of dying, yet 
would death. have been the laſt of all evils, 
had it not drawnealong with it ſo much ip- 
nominy.For finally zo go ont of life is neceſſary, 
but to.be driven from it is (hamefull. 

What may wee belceeve, was the paffage of 
this unhappy man from the Senate tothe pri- 
fon > He endevourcd to cover his head, to'de- 
fend himſelfe, I know not wherher from 

D 3 ſhame 
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26 Polnicall Obſervations 
ſhame or injury,butas he could nothide him- 
ſclte from his owne conſcience,lo they difco- 
ycrd him to the cycs of others, Fortune icor- 
ned to triumph ovycra man masxed, and hea- 
ven thought it not a puniſhmcar equall tor 
demerit,to hide him from thoſe who had bin 
{pcRators of his crimes,and were the remain- 
ders of his fury. 

They all cryed out, ſtormed,and exclaimed 
co have him killed ; that he ſhould be precipi- 
tated, who was the death and ruine of theEm- 
pire. The. weakeſt cowards, learnt courage, 
fromthe cxampleot the ſtrongelt, .rhe ſtron- 
geſt envied the horror of the weakeſt, finding 
themſclves unable, to. maintaine that fury, 
which ſtirred them up, to revenge. Thebreſt 
of Sejamu would have becn the {cpulcher of a 
thouſand ſwords,norwould the fouldicrswho 
environed him bave {ufficed to. prelerve him, 
had it not bin forfortune, who. was defirous 
alſo.to enjoy this laſt delight, to ſeea Wang- 
man cnvicd by a huadred Senators;every ſtep 
was a deatb, cyery death was ſo much the 
more grievous, asit hadthe more of life. The 
paſſageof dyingisa moment; and that which 
is diſpatchedin a moment,is no great Es 

this 


upon the fall of Sejattns. 25 
this wasfo much the greater an evill, by how 
much the more they delayd him that death, 
which might cake bim from the ignominy 
7 whichthe cics ſaw, and from the torments 
7 © which ſenſc feared. = 116 

| Being cometothepriſon, citherthe frozen 
heart denied paſſage to the ſoulc, or clſethe. 
ſoule oppreſſed with ſo many objects, of [tu- 
pifying paine, found not out the way toliber- 
ty;otherwiſe,if we thinke how little expeticn- 
ced,he was of ſiniſter fortune, or if we-weigh 
the forrow of lofſe,by the value,by the horror 
of death; andby chefcarc of conſcience,it had 
beene inpoſlible hee ſhould have lived a 
momentr, | | 
Ler him nor compaſlionate the miſery of 
this wretched Courtier, whois not expoſed to 
| misfortune: And who knowealvnor, tharthe 
moſt wretched manner of unhappiacſle, is,to 
| haveonce bin happy. If hedeferve not pity as 
Sejanw, he deſerves itas a man becomie milc- 
rablc. Every occaſion ſhould ſerve thejuſt mas to 
exerciſe bu veriue.Conrtefie benefits,and clemen- 
cie,areths three means wherewith he who gover- 
neth,ought to obligethe minas and affeftions ofthe 
people, withom which, Empire © nought elſe but 4 


perilous 


28 Political Obſervations 
perilous ſervitude. It is true, that diſcretion 
ought to be-the diſtributreſſe: of theſe trea- 
ſures; Thatovermuch curtcſte begets cone 
temper ; 'That benefirs rather ſcatecred, than 
placcd oblige nor, and indulgence not limi- 
redisaſccurity in ſinning, it beingordinarily 
the condition of men not tp know how to 
bearcall ſlavery, nor allliberty.The negle&t of 
theſe.bounds, not knowne or. nor obſerved, 
afflited the poore. Sejanu, the: infelicaty: of 
whole pollicy had found more. greatneſle, 
than ſatety. Never wastbat powereitber ſtable, 
or laſting wbich was gained by wickeane([e;: * | 
An Idza cannot be framed intheminde of 
any morrall man of a more cxaCt ſltates-man, 
chen chat,vehich then in a Chymaa' proſcn- 
red it [c]fe to the minde of Sejanw, made wilc 
bythe unhappincſſe of his fortune. He abhor- 
red, his former pride ; it vexed: him hee had fet 
himſ{clfcas the ſcopcof Envy. TheOftengati- 
onof Tiberius his favor,the violenceof emula- 
cors, his baving arrogated tohimſclfe Empire 
overthat world that now rcfuſed to ſupport 
him, were ſuch punifhments,as they were not 
oncly:preambles, but lively touches of the 
Torments of hell,affording no ſpace ow for 
| _—__ 
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hopeor amendment. Now (alcheugh late) 
hee ſaw how dangerous it was to play with 
the Lion, who conciudeth his daliances with 
his pawes. AﬀeCtions fo long felt, or to ſay 
bercer, ſuffered, maderthemſclyes underſtood 
to belycrs. They a lictle before had che faccof 
hopes, and now were knowneto be dotages. 
Burwhar knew he not? Vahappincflecaught 
thermiſerable man, that which prudencehath 
written in her books : nocat this rime ro make 
him cautious, but rather ſo much the more 
ſad. From matters whence felicity drawes 
good, tniſery detives cyill, nor cata greater 
miſchicfe affli& a miſerable man; than to be 
reduced to that point, that even prudence'it 
ſclfeconcurreth co render him unhappy. 

In che meanc ſpace the Senate ſeeing none 
of the innovations, then feared either from 
the fouldicrs; who with hopes had beene 
brought by Macro to the Legions, or from 
the peoplethat followed his miſery, rowhoſc 
Fortunethey had tied themſclves by an invio« 
lable oath, aſſembling rogerherin the Temple 
of Concord; thatthey might not be reduced 
toſuchfiraights, asto defire that which row 
the- people cxpedtcd from them, they con- 

T-- E dcmned 


30 DPoliticall Obſervations; 
| demned the miſerable Sejayw to punifh- 
ment. | 
Ah poore condition of man, Beares , and 
Lyons arc fcd.for Gladiators , and men arc 
tacnedfor the ſuthe of death. Tiberius, Juit 
not command the death of Sejanus, and his 
{crvants durſt execute it. The people ſtormed 
at retardation,. finding more puniſhment in 
delay, then.the delinquent was to fecle in.the 
cxecution.. Every thing ſubmits. to fortune, 
which .never, embraceth man, but to ſtrangls 


With, > wil 0231.9 NED 
. Oncſole-hower fufficed toaccule,arraigne, 


candetmnne,and cxecutea moparch ſo much 


greater.chan others, by how much chey had 
command 
Perour.,.. ESSE 364 65 0 Pi 

. Atnong ſo many his allyes, friends, 
ſoldiers, followers, dependents, miniſters , 
there was not one ſtirred a- foot for- him, 
nay, there was not one who ſtirred not a- 
gainſt him* Every.onc runncs for wood to 
the tree, which the winde; or hatcher hath: 
layd along. Ar this time rcherecould-bee no. 
greater offence, nor. petill,then fidelity ; He 
was a.trupſervanc,. who molt ſpeedily baſt- 
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Icd over an Empire, heover theEm!. 
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aponthe fall of Scjarins ji 
ned the death of his Maſter, to free him 


from thoſe miſcries, which were not to 
moove mecreic in any other Deity, then 


death. 


Concord was athamed to beeat ods with 


— Fortunc,andlent her,her owne Temple robe 


a Theater, where the Sentenec of this mans 
death ſhould bee pronounced, and conſc- 
a: the monitory of humane infelicity. 

et weene the condemnation, and execution, 
nothing interpoſed, but the diſtance, which 
was berwixt the priſon,and thoſe ſtaires, from 
whence the condemned muſt diſmount in a 
_—— ſupremeſt exaltation, to the lowelt 
milcry.He wastaken from priſon with ſuch 
fury, that we may rather ſay hee flew thence. 
They dragged him to the precipice, and 
threw him beadlong from the top. Let him 
imaginethe manner, who hath the heart to 
thinke of ir.No injury, or poſſiblectuelty was 
omitted to bE uſed, nay rather,that was made 
poſſible, which was not; for to ſeethe ally,the 
obliged,the ſervant, the friend to lead trium- 


phantlyto death, his greater, his benefactor, his 


Lord,is a ſpeQtacle more tructhan likely. They 
that were neareſt were ambitious to havethe 
od. opens 


opportunity to abuſe him, the moſt diſtant 
followed him, ſorry. they could nat haye a 
hand in this aQion., Some curled, him, ſome 
upbraided him with his a&ts, and both the 
one and the other thewed him his punih- 
menr, to. increaſe the ſorrow with thexerror, 
andaugment. the manner, although not the 
numbers of his death. Oh people, alike crucll 
in- punitking, and inhaving ſo long deterred 
the chaſtiſement.. . _ | 
Bchold to what this manis reduced, whoſe 
favour mcn no longer defired, ro whom 
ſRarrcs afforded. no gratious influcncgs, nox 
Fortune gavebleſſings. That man,with whole 
revenges hell was increaſed, and-to whole ſta- 
rucs the godsenviedthe beſt ſacrifices, Oh how 


much more ſecure is the povertic of Irus,than 


therichesof Creſſius, That Engine, which more 
than other t raiſed toward Heaven, more than 
the reſt approacheth thunders. Let bim avoid the 
" aſcent, who feares the precicipice. He that wil 
enjoy-the Court, let him not pretend to greatneſſe 
w7th a Prince. He, who would know what great- 
neſſe with a Prince tg, let vim make hu laſt Wil, 
for it 1 nought elſe but ſudden ruine. 

Thelcare Aphoriſmes {ublcribed by a cay- 


tive, 
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upon the fallof Sejanus. 33 
tive, whoſe body could never finde repoſe, 
not fo much as in the boſome of death, The 
earth denied buriall ro the corps of him who 
had filled ſo many Scpulchers with his cru- 
eltic. Friends defrauded ir of that fepulture, 
to which for the lakes of the living, rather 
than of the dead, enemies themiclves uſecto 
be courteous. Poore Sejawe,for an cternall re- 
fuge, found not two yards of chat land, whoſc 
valt Continent he had both commanded and 
governed. | 

Scarcely arrived. he to the cnd of rhelaſt 
leape, rent, torne, and diſmembred, but that 
the pecoplefor three whole daycs dragged him 
thorowourt Rowe, bathing the ſtones with his 
bloud, who had ſtained them with the bloud 
of poore Citizens. After this, rhey on the 
fourth day threw him into the River, cither 
that he ſhould nor returac ro infe&t Rowe, or 
that Tiber might begin to be' more fertile in 
monſters than the Seca. Behold the continued 
courlc of Fatc, water was ever the Supulcher 
of Icarnses and Phaetons.. | 

Fortune permitted not itthould comeinto 
the peoples minds,to waſte the remainders of 


_ this miſcrable carkaſſe with fire, becauſe ha- 
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34 Political Obſervations 
ving expolcd it to the cruelty of men, ſhee 
would likewiſe reſerveitto the ſhames of na- 
ture,ro excrciſeits corruptions upon him, He, 
who had becence fed with the bloud and 
wealth of poore Citizens , was reſerved to 
feed fiſhes in the water, wormes ia the earth, 
and birds inthe ayre. Oh never cnough ado. 
reddivineProvidence! | =. 

The funerals celebrated for this unhapp 
creature, ought rather to be abbreviated, than 
enlarged for writing them, there is not any 
one will beleeye them, and to credit them is 
hardly in many for theimpicty thereof ſurpal- 
{cd theinhumanity of man. 

The Orators were curſes and reproaches. 
The ſacrificers, cruclty and fury. The chil- 
dren and fricnds of Sejanu were the victims. 
The houſes of the dead wete purged from 
crimes with fire ; The fires were quenched 
with the bloud of his faftion. The diverſity 
of rimes made it equaily-dangerous to have 
offended, and 'to have loved Sejanu. There © 
 10t any ſacrifice of a worſe condition, then that. 
of envie_. h 

Mercy appeared not in the Palace that day, 
for innocencic wasa crime, and he was = 
with. 
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; #pon the fallof Sejanus' 35 
withoutcrime, who became nor an cnemie 
to Sejanw. Behold how unfound is the friend- 
fhip of an unjuſt Favorite, - 

There burnt nothing of pity to the ſoule 
of thar unhappy man, but ſome fire of re- 
venge, ſince under the title of Sejanu his 
friends, private enemies were purſued. In po- 
prlar commetion, it u alwayes the ſureſt way 
fo retire. The Pretorian ſouldiers mutined; 
thar the night-guards were preferred before 
them in matter of fideliry. Many Citizens: 
were accufed and condemned for his friend- 
thip,ſomeof which(Marcus Terentiuiexcepred, 
whom Cotrage,[uſticc,and Fortune aſlilted) 
unfortunately ſtood upon their defence, 
which nought availed them, unlefle it were” 
ro give time, that the other Complices mighr 

| bethrowne headlong from the Capitoll; and: 

| © þecauſcone kindeof death could not ſerve fo- 

f great a number: of (proſcribed, many ſlew 

themſelves, 

Tiberiu not confiſcating tlic goods of him” 
who prevented the Hangman (to avoid the 
imputation of cruelty, which others exccu- 

ted) barbarouſly enforced men, who were 

deſirous tolcaverich heires;to &i]l themſelves. - 


Behold. 
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Politicall Obſervations 
| Behold death reduced to be theutmoſt,nor 
of thiogs terrible, bur of mens goods; where- 
inſo mach was gained in an inftant, as was 
poſleſicd chroagh the whole courle of lite. See 
how trucitis, that among mortal things theye i; 
wotauy more fading, than that power, which hath 
not ſupport from it ſelfe. Thus was the whole 
- day ſpcatin wickcdnelles, the laſt of which 
wasthe gencralljoy that was made. This was 
aday dedicatcd to cruclty, in which the miſc- 
rable Scjanu law, nay felt the ſctting of his 
orcatneſle, to bee the chaſtilſement of his 
Vanhappy hewhoconfides in his own great- 
ncſle. Poorets that power which reſts inthe bref 
of ,one man. V unfortunate 14 that man who depen- 
deth os agotber. Let the Courticr learnc truc 
politike arts, from the Hiſtory of this wretch- 
ed forlorne creature, Happy he, who ſtudieth 
adence on anothers bookes... . 
Let the Favorite of a Prince flic violence, as 
a thing which cannot continuc. Let him flic 
Envie, againſt which..none can long perſiſt. 
Let him norraiſc his greatneſle onterrour and 
cruelty, for they afford a great man morc 
fearcthan power, more perill than lets, Let 
UM 


upon the fall of Sejanus' 35 
himtule with a flacke band, who would be lo- 
ved; but yer with that remper, without which 
yertue concludes in vice. Terror and feare are 
300 Weake band's to tie minds\; when once they are 
logſe, who leave tofeare thee, they will begin to 
hate thee. Flic oſtentation, as the mother of 
Envie, as the daughtcr of Vanity. He who 
cannot in himſeiſe containe the favour of bts 
Lord, (hewes bimſelfe to be incapable, and conſe- 
quently undeſerving. Let him ſuffer himlclfc 
to be honoured, as enforced, not as preten- 
ding it, afcribing honours to his office, nor to 
mexit.Ler him carry himſelfe rowardsa Prince 
with reverence, and this isaflattery without 
vice, Theſe arethe Brokers of favour, becauſe 
the common defedts of great ones is pride, as 
thoſe who meaſure themſelves by x 25 for- 
tunc,not by their merit. Lethim cſteeme the ta- 
vour of a Prince,as a thing which may be loſt. 
Let him notrun to honours, but expeEthem, 
not as one who ſeckes them , but deferves 
them; notas a ncceſlary ſervant, bur as a good. 
Of every thing that ſucceeds well with him, 
acknowledging none from proper p:udence, 
let him aſcribe all ro the vertue, to merit, ro 
the forruneof the Prince. Let him nor _ 
F of 
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38 Political Obſervations. 
for vanity, bur juſtice, for meric conſiſterh 
not in well diſſembling, but well doing. Ve- 
ry ill can vice cloke it ſelfe with the habits 
of vertuc, neither dorh. the Afﬀe dance to 
the Harpe, nor-the Lyon's:skinne teach us 
ro rore. 

Let him not abuſe the favour of his Pg. 
tron, which would bee cither to deſpiſe ir, 
or not to, know. it, Let him acknowledge 
it, asagift, notasareward : fo doing, other 
will cndevour to deſerve ir that they may 
obtaine itz. and. hce will likewiſe: deſerve it, 
whilſt hes obtaines ic... In the affaires of 2 
Prince lt him uſediligence, ſollicitude, 4d 
counſcll ; In. Counſclls, ſincerity, and ſe- 
crecie.. No leſſe ir ſecrecie.neceſſary, than. good 
connſell, | 

Let him not bee perpetually by his Lords 
ſidefor profir,and riches. With many to haye 
heaped riches, bath not been the end of evils, 
burthe mutation. When the Prince hath given 
all, and_ the Favorite can defire no more; 
they. quickly grow weary. one of another. 
Let him rather beg modeſtly, than impor:- 
runately. Ler him reſt ſatisfied with conve- 
nicncy, . and. not-. pretend: to. oyeramuch ; 
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nponthe fall of Sejanus, 39 
for bee knowes not how to beginne to enjoy, 
Who cannot tell where to make an end of has 
ying. Vomiting is the Phyſician of Reple- 
tion. Let hc Favourite bee content with 
what hce may have, for when the Prince 
hath given all hee hath, to take it backe a- 
oaine, 1t 1s neceſſary hee ſhould reſume that 
which hce before gave, and becauſe to re- 
ſume is ſhamctfull, many times hee is ta- 
ken out of his {ighr, who makes him a- 
ſhamed. | | 

Let Papinian, Let Seneca ſpeake, for whom 
it was athing impoſlible to avoid riches, be- 
cauſe they ſhowred upon them ; It was not 
lawfull to refuſe them, for they were the 
gifts of a Prince. Whar Felicity then is this, 
where hee who hath it, feares, who would 
have it, is unſafe, and who would refuſe ir, 
cannot? 

Ler him profeſſe himſclfe to be leſſe with 
his equalls, To be courteous, and affable: 
for they who are ſuch, have had of thcirc:- 
_ nemies greater friends, than the other of their 
Citizens. Sometimes let him participate the 
tavors of his lord with them,notas a manwho 
gives them,but begs them. Ta goc about to 
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oivc them, is a profeſſion of ſuperiority ; a 
matter odious among cquals : Proud favours 
reape contempt, ingraiitude in ſtead of thanks. 
In the mannage of State-affaires, where ſecrecie 
is not cnjoyncd, let him communicate wich 
them, as well to avoid thenote of one who 
arrogatethall co his owneauthority,as to crre, 
rather with the opinion of many, than by 
himſclfe alone. The ſucceſſe of an affaire provis 
deth protectors for him, yho conſulteth it with 
others. Toaskecounſell, is ro honour him of 
won itis required, yet is net liberty taken 
away froma man rodocas he plcaſeth. Iris 
true, the quality of the perſon is to bee bſer- 
ved. For to atke counſel! of ones better, trto bee 
zied to performance. In a bufincſſe whereon 
thou haſt conſulted, good ſucceſle will bethy 


olory, cvill thy excuſc, having followed the 
advice of others, 


Profcfle equality with: inferiours, not of 
manners, that it become not baſcneſle, but 
of pretentions. In commands be diſcreet, for 
he who ſelaome or never commands, 1 alwayes 
obeyed, Let the manner of commanding bce 
by way of intreaty, for alchough his intreaty 
who hath authority .co command containc 

Violence, 
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violence, ct him notwithſtanding doc it, for 
heſhall be obeyed wich promprneſſe, which 
hemay make uſe of for good manners, not 
obligation. Let him be milde, that too much 
ſeycrity keepe not infer iours ſo diſtant that he 
cannot afterward employ them in his need. 
Let him be liberall in words, for the gifts ef 
poore Princes are favours, which coſt nothing. 
Lerhim be free of his deeds, if he be able, for 
a benefit u the father of a benzfit, and love 14 4, 
fortreſſe to defend greatneſſe. 

Let him uſe a lenitive with detraftors of 
his honour, and the maleyolcatto his perſon. 
Lethis ſcope be the end of the ill will, not of 
the ill willer.Excrcifing power againſt him,no 
place will remaine to exerciſc vertue. There «x 
no enemie whom benefits will not gaine. Thou 
maift have. great hopes of his friend(hip, 
whole enmity hath found thee doing favours. 
To kill a competitor in State-affaires, 1 too full 
of danger. Suddenly the Prince beginncth to 
ſuſpe&anexceſſe of imaginations in thymind. 
Little can the head confide in him, who hath 
not bornereſpect to its members. The people 
begin to fcarc, and hate thy greatneſſe ; and 


for that vertuc borders ncarc upon vice, thy. 
| F 3 {olicitous | 
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ſolicitous care is judged intereſt, reverence; 
adulation,and juſticc,ſeycrity : Beſides, power 
grounded upon miſchiefe, was never long, Let 
him flic aftaircs odiousto the people, for there 
is no force againſt hatred, which can ayailc ; 


If he cannot decline them, let him ſhew him? 


ſ{clfero beethe ſervant, not the ſuperiour, a 
diſlwadcr, not a counſcllour. Let him be the 
firſt co ſtand expoſed to hurc, Let him execute 
his office with charity, not predominancic. 
Let him'give time, expecttime, comfort, cn- 
courage, afliſt ; for promptneſſe overcommeth 
every difficulty, and the glory Will not be unwor« 
thy the danger. | 

Let him remember, that thelife of. great 
men is noughtelſe but a perperuall cenſure, 
and where cenſure incominuall uſe, greatueſſe 
7 not laſting. 

Finally, lec him be that within himſelfe, 
which he would be accounted by orher. Ler 
him endevour to be vertuous, for wertne 5; it's 
owne reward. 

Every man can cnvie the proſperity of for- 
tune; in vertue even fortune. her ſelfe finds 
what to envie. This alone addes a ſtraine of 
immortality to him, who is mortall. He # n0# 

- happy 
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bappyon whom treaſures ſhowre ; but that mar 
"whoſe goed reſts in the mind. Well may fortune 
pricke him, not wound him ; ſtrike him, not 
overthrow him. Adverlity, loffes, injuries, 
can doe that againſt vertue, which clouds 
may againſt rhe Sunne. Ir is true, that the 
Courtier (being perfectly ſuch) will come 
ro bec (as itwere) no Courtier; for the Court - 
' is the receptacle of all- fraud and vice ; Let 
: him therefore ſeeke roaccoalt the beſt what 
hee may; for the vertuous man knowes how 
to tread the paths of vice with an upright 
foor, and- verily honeſt men can, and un- 
derſtand how to live, even under bad Prin- 
ces. There is no other meanes ro overcome 
Fortune, but by ſole vertue ; and although 
the juſt man is nor free from the effefts, yet 
is he exempt fromthe occaſions ; For if hee 
j bee afflicted, hee is afflicted as a man, nor 
2 as wicked, nay rather: hee' is exerciſed; as 
yertuous. Attalus the Stoicke ſaid, I rather 
chooſe Fortune ſhould emtertaine mee. in 
her toiles than 'in' her delights. I am tor- 
mented, bur 1 bare it couragiouſly ; I am 
killed, bur I die valiantly. This gocth well ; 
unhappineſſe is the fire which ny 
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tis gold.. Fortune truſteth no man more than 
him who deſpiſeth ber, none deſpiſe her but the 
vertuow, and although every fortune faile us, it 
7 no meane fortune to be cvertuous, 

But whatſaid I of Fortunc ? Man hath no 
other fortune bur himſclte. Whois ſo {imple 
as not to know it, who ſo wicked as to deny it, 

That Sejanus was in one inſtant adarcd 

and precipitated ; raiſed ro eminent height, de- 
© preſſed to lowelt abjetnefle ; environed by 
ſo many friends, beſieged by ſo many enc- 
Ties ; not defended by any, perſecuted by 
all, I confeſſe ro be no ſmall watter, yea-fuch, 
that not injuriouſly men ſought to cover ir 
with ſupcrnaturall power, conſtuuting an 
imaginary Deity, to predominate over theſe 
exorbirances of motion. 

Bur what ſhould a Prince doe, (ſpeaking 
naturally ) ſecipg bimſclfc oppreſſed, betrayed, 
entrappedby a force, which takesall forcefrom 
his tavour ; which in ſtcad of gratefully ac: 
knowledging him, ſeckes perfidiouſly roru- 
inc him 2 If the chaſtiſement of ſo great a dil- 
order be committed to fortune, whataſſured- 
neſſe of ſtrength defends him 2 If a great one 
depoſc not a leſſer, who offends him, ww is 

this 
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this greatneſſe? Andifthis bee not naturall, 
to what purpoſe did nature putintous, thar 
motion of anger towards revenge? 

That friends in theſe calamities abandon 
the depolcd, is not accidenrall, but neceſla- 
ry. The preſervation of the Indiyiduum, i the 
moſt principall among all the effefts of nature. 
Who ſecth nor, that a private man following 
cheadherence to a Rebel againſt aPrince, of 
neceſiity is a companion of his crimes and 
fortune? Hee:wrongs no man, who vertu- 
ouſly maketh uſe of his Reaſon;lt is the natu- 
rallrcalon of cvery one whois borne, whathe 
can to ayd,preſcrve,and defend his owne life; 
and cycn thus much is granted, which-ſome- 
times bath happened, that to preſerve it with- 
out any fault,men have been killed; andthis 
thelawes admit(under thecarc of whichis the 
preſcrvation of each mortall) how much 
morelawtullthenis it, without offencceto any 
fora good Courtier to abandon a friend, not 
tricndthip; and to retire from perill,nor from 
loye:? "ol Da 2) 

Thatin one and the ſame time a thouſand 
are diſcovered to becnemies, who have flat- 
tered thee,is no wonder; miti being promptly 
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46 Political Obſervations 
diſpoſed to arrive by what meansſocyecr to his 
own cads. The place,thou emprielt hath need 
ro be repleniſhed. That the ſubject fAatrers his 
Prince,is notagain(t nature. That revenge cx- 
pects occaſion, is not unuſuall. They, who 
nowatc thy enemics,were never thy friends ; 
Vertucadmits no change. That cnemics of- 
fendthee,is no merycll,it were ſtrange if they 
help thee, That Sejanus was precipitated from 
ſo exalted a Condition of felicity into ſo deep 
a dungeon of miſcry, is not to bee ealledan 
cffeC& of fortune; for if the cauſes (as we ſaw 
before) be of nature, how can the effects bee 
ſupcrnaturall?Man is that filkeworme, which 
hath woven a pr.ſon,and bands for itſelf, and 
when crimes cometo incorrigible terms,they 
incur bydivine permiſſion thoſe chaſticemets, 
which naturally follow bad beginnings. Who 
{ces norgthatruine waitcth onhim,who plaics 
ovcrit, Every Autuma concludeth in Winter. 
Mirth cnderh in tearcs. The Souldier is reſer- 
vedto the Sword,the Marriner to rhe waves. 
Ic is not aſcribed co Fortunc, that a Butterfly, 
bold co dally with the firc,atlalt is waſted in 
cheflame,andis itto be called an accident of 
fortune, that that map, who is not able to 
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upon the fall of Sejanus. 47 
governe himſelfe, fals oppreſſed under the 
weight of the government ofa whole world, 
and that which is more confiderable,of ano- 
ther mars world 2 As if it were leſſe naturall 
to returnebacke, then ro depart from, to de- 


1{cendthan to climbe. 


Fortunate is that Courticr, who to gaine 
the fayourof his Lord, makes vertuethe in- 
ſtrumenr. Happy he, who; baving obtained 
it, retires, that he may-.not loſe ir, The end at- 
tained, he who furtherpretendeth, provoketh 
milcry. He commits himlclte to aiery yanity, 
rogaine the certainty ofa Center, who deſcen- 
dcth from a height, nor expeCting to bee 
throwne headlong. The meaſure of the foot 
is more ſafe than ofthe eyc. Favour is not in- 
acceſſible, bur to preleryetis impoſlible, or 
difficulc, The prize is.gotten at the end, nor 
at the beginning of the rzcc. Theend of good 
events, is the beginning of bad. EH who truſt. 
eth to himſelfe t ra(h, who confideth in the favour 
of auotber, 1 meerely mad. The laſh day of ſer- 
vitude, 5 the firſt of libertie. Liberty ina gere- 
rous and vertuous-minde, is a pledge which | 
aflurcth thee that ſuch ſhall be thy fortanc, as 


thoucanſ make it or defire its 
This 
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This is as Inacha asI can = ro 0 (0 
Countier.)Thefavouref great men is an allu- 
ring:Sy5ren; which bath poyſon on thetongue, 
anda ſword in hand, Let Sejanu be thy c ma- 
ter, notthy guide, for very fond ishe, who 
walketh on ruines, and remembers: not hee 

* may fall. 
 ThvenALi.. 
— 044 vimias optabat honores + 
Etnimias poſcebat opes, numeroſa parabat 
Emcelſe turric tabulata, unde altior efſer © 
Caſu,& impulſe pr4teps immane ruine. 
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